
Edward and William Bracken 

It’s  a terrible thing to lose a family member in war; it must be close to unbearable to lose two. 

The photograph below shows the five children of Miles and Lucy Bracken: William, Edith, Jack, 

Edward and Robert.  William and Edward both joined the  RAF in 1941; they were both killed in 

1943. 

 

 

 

 



Sgt. E. Bracken (57 Sqn RAF) 

Edward (Teddy) Bracken was born in 1921 and attended Kildwick school before going on to 

Ermysted’s in Skipton.  He joined the RAF in August 1941 and, after training in the UK and in South 

Africa, was assigned to Arthur Harris’s Bomber Command1.  

Sgt Bracken was the tail gunner aboard the Lancaster III, ED931, DX-C of 57 Sqn, that took off from 

RAF Scampton at 23:26 on the night of July 29th 1943 as part of a major bombing raid against 

Hamburg, involving over 700 aircraft2.  This was one of the last of the “firestorm” raids, Operation 

Gomorrah, of July and August 1943, that rendered Hamburg virtually uninhabitable for the rest of 

the war3,4. 

DX-C exploded over Torstedt after being hit by a German fighter aircraft.  All members of the crew, 

except the navigator, were killed. 

He was reported missing-in-action in the Craven Herald1: 

 



The RAF Bomber Command report on the loss of Edward Bracken and a report on the raid in which 

he was killed is included below.  (They have his age wrong.) 

 

 



Edward Bracken is buried in Becklingen War Cemetery, Germany5. He died on the day before his 

twenty-second birthday.  

 



Sgt. W. D. Bracken (428 Sqn R.C.A.F.) 

Shown below relaxing in the garden of Sunny Bank, Farnhill, Billy Bracken joined the RAF in 

December 1941.  He was just 191. 

 

Sgt. Bracken was assigned to No. 428 Squadron, nicknamed “Ghost”, which was formed at Dalton, 

Yorkshire, on 7th November 1942 and later moved to Middleton St. George near Darlington2. 

Between November 1943 and March 1944, 428 Squadron took part in Bomber Command’s “Battle of 

Berlin” campaign.  The second major raid of this offensive took place on the night of 22nd/23rd 

November 1943.  This was the most effective raid on Berlin by the RAF of the entire war, causing 

extensive damage to areas west of the city centre3. 

Sgt. Bracken was wireless operator onboard Halifax V, LK906, NA-D, which took off from Middleton 

St. George just after 4:30pm on November 22nd.   



 

The aircraft crashed at Scherenbostel, just north of Hanover.  All members of the aircrew, shown in 

the photograph above (with Billy Bracken appearing middle-top) were killed4. 

He was reported as missing-in-action in the Keighley News1: 

 



The RAF Bomber Command report on the loss of William Bracken and a report on the raid in which 

he was killed is included below.  (Once again, they have his age wrong.) 

 



William Bracken was buried in Hanover War Cemetery5.   

 

Additional information 

Considerable research on Lancaster III, ED931 (Edward Bracken) and Halifax V, LK906 (William 

Bracken) has been carried out by Dorothy Ramser as part of her work for the International Bomber 

Command Centre (IBCC) Digital Archive, held at Lincoln University.  The Farnhill and Kildwick Local 

History Group are happy to acknowledge her help with this article. 

To view Dorothy Ramser’s full reports click on the links above. 

 

http://www.farnhill.co.uk/History_Docs/K-F%20WWII%20dead/Lancaster%20ED931%20(Dorothy%20Ramser).pdf
http://www.farnhill.co.uk/History_Docs/K-F%20WWII%20dead/Halifax%20LK906%20(Dorothy%20Ramser).pdf
http://www.farnhill.co.uk/History_Docs/K-F%20WWII%20dead/Halifax%20LK906%20(Dorothy%20Ramser).pdf
http://www.farnhill.co.uk/History_Docs/K-F%20WWII%20dead/Halifax%20LK906%20(Dorothy%20Ramser).pdf
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